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sooner than submit to any inconvenient pressure.
That a man should be first a Trades - Unionist,
and only in the second place an Englishman or
Australian, would not be in itself more remarkable
than the spectacle, which has often been witnessed,
of men who were first Catholics and only English-
men or Frenchmen when the claims of the Church
were satisfied. It is difficult to conceive, however,
that men will ever attach themselves as devotedly
to a Trades-Union, wise and dignified though it
may be, as they did in times past to the Church,
which gave them a great deal in this world, and
promised them everything in the next It must be
borne in mind, too, that while the State professes to
reconcile or adjust conflicting interests, no trades
organisation has ever been able to make itself more
than sectional. The claims of one body of workers
are habitually opposed to the needs of others, so
that they can only unite, now and again, on some
very general ground, like the limitation of the
hours of work. It may be added that there is a
great and not unreasonable jealousy among the
workmen of every country lest they should be
swamped by the immigration of competitors. This
feeling is likely to become stronger as times go on,
as America and Australia fill up, and as it becomes
increasingly clear that there is no great field for the
employment of whites in the Tropical Zone. It
may, indeed, be hoped by optimists that in the far
future the comity of nations will be so far extended
as to make it increasingly easy for individuals to
change their country; but it can hardly be expected
that the United States, to take the most important
instance, will continue to find land and labour for